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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Claims 1 and 9 have been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 8 April 2003 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. The Attorney's argument that Gil et al. permits the 
customer to deposit mail to be transported by any carrier rather than just through 
a governmental body fails to consider that a governmental body is a carrier. The 
franking process is performed by both public and private carriers depending on 
which company the customer uses to mail the item. UPS, FedEx and the United 
Postal Service all perform franking activities on the items mailed through their 
service. Receiving stations such as Mail Boxes, Etc. and distribution stations 
such as UPS or FedEx have existed before the applicant's file date. Customers 
may request their mail be sent through the United States Postal System or UPS 
or FedEx at any Mail Boxes, Etc. receiving station. Receiving stations such as 
Mail Boxes, Etc. are remote from the distribution stations of United States Postal 
System or UPS or FedEx. Such receiving and distribution stations are remote 
from each other and, while Gil et al. does not detail this, it would be obvious to 
one skilled in the art that such receiving and distribution stations are remote from 
each other. 

Cantu et al. is a solar-powered apparatus and solar-power does enable the 
apparatus to operate. Thus, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art to use 
solar power to operate an apparatus such as a control unit. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 



4. Claims 1-13 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gil et al. (US 5586037 A). 
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Re claims 1 and 9: Gil et al. disclose a method for processing postal matter 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a receiving station and at said receiving station allowing a customer to 
deposit a postal item and to enter shipping data for said postal item into 
said receiving station and, at said receiving station, printing a machine 
readable marking, not approved for franking, on said postal item 
representing said shipping data, to produce a marked postal item, and 
temporarily storing said marked postal item at said receiving station(col. 2, lines 
1-5 and 35-65); 

transporting said marked postal item to a distributing station, remote from and 
unconnected to said receiving station, and providing a franking 
apparatus and a memory accessible by said franking apparatus at 
said distributing station, and transferring said shipping data from said 
marking into said memory at said distributing station(col. 2, lines 55-60); and 
franking said postal item with said franking apparatus with an approved franking 
imprint at said distributing station according to said shipping data transferred 
from said marking and stored in said memory to produce a franked postal 
item(Abstract, col. 2, lines 5-15). 

Official notice is taken that storing data in said memory is old and well-known in 
the computer art. It would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the applicant's invention to implement Gil et al.'s invention with 
computer memory to store data in order to get the advantage of producing a 
postal franking on the item to be mailed. 

Re claims 2 and 10, Gil et al. disclose a method as claimed in claims 1 and 9 
wherein said memory at said distributing station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 
35-65) is a first memory, and said method comprising(Gil et al.. Abstract, Cols. 1- 
18): 

at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), providing a first 
read/write unit and a normally closed slot for inserting said postal item, and 
providing a normally closed removal port for removing said marked postal item 
from said receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); 

said customer inserting a customer-possessed card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60), into said read/write unit; 
enabling opening of said slot to allow said postal item to be deposited at said 
receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) while said customer- 
possessed card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, 
Col. 15, Lines 55-60) is in said read/write unit; 

generating a number at said read/write unit uniquely allocated to the postal item 
deposited by said customer(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 20-26); 
printing said number on said postal item together with said marking at said 
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receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); 

providing a second memory at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65) and storing said number and said shipping data, as accounting 
data, in said second memory; for removing said postal item from said receiving 
station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), inserting a carrier card(Gil et al.. 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) 
possessed by a first mail carrier, having a carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) memory, into said first ' 
read/write unit at said receiving station(Gil et a!.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) 
and loading said accounting data from said second memory into said carrier 
card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 
55-60) memory; 

enabling opening of said removal port at said receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, 
Col.2, Lines 35-65) while said carrier card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, 
Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) is inserted in said first read/write unit 
and removing said marl<ed postal item from said receiving station(Gil et al.. 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); 

wherein the step of transporting said marked postal item to said distributing 

station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) comprises transporting said 

marked postal item to said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 
35-65) via said first mail carrier together with said carrier card(Gil et al.. Abstract. 
Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60); 

providing a second read/write unit at said distributing station(Gil et al.. Abstract, 

Col. 2, Lines 35-65) and inserting said carrier card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, 

Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) into said second 

write/read unit and downloading said accounting data from said carrier card(Gil et 

al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) 

memory into said first memory; 

providing a sensor and feeder stage upstream from said franking apparatus(Gil 
et al. .Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 55-60) at said distributing station(Gil et al.. Abstract. 
Col. 2, Lines 35-65) and entering said marked postal item into said sensor and 
feeder stage; after franking said marked postal item with said franking 
apparatus(Gil et al., Abstract,Col. 2, Lines 55-60) at said distributing station(Gil et 
al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), 
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printing a list at said distributing station(Gil at al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) 
identifying said postal item as having been franked; and 

said first mall carrier transporting said franked postal item from said distributing 
station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), together with said list, to a mail 
distrlbution(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 5, Lines 45-60) center remote from said 
distributing statlon(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); and 

from said mail dlstributlon(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 5, Lines 45-60) station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), delivering said franked postal item to a recipient 
identified by said shipping data via a second mail carrier(Gil et al.. Abstract, Cols 
1-18). 

Re claims 3 and 6: Gil et al. disclose customer-possessed card(GII et al.. 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) is a is a 
value card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, 
Lines 55-60) and customer'card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, 
Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) containing an identification number(GII et al.. 
Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26)uniquely allocated to a customer, and comprising 
the steps of: reading said identification number(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 10, 
Lines 19-26)from said customer card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 
14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) in said first read/write unit and storing said 
identification number(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26)in said second 
memory at said receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) as part 
of said accounting data; In said sensor and feeder stage at said distributing 
station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), detecting a format, a thickness and 
a weight(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 3, Lines 1-45) of said marked postal item; 
providing a postal calculation unit at said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, 
Col. 2, Lines 35-65) and supplying said postal calculating unit with information 
identifying said format, thickness, weight(GII et al., Abstract, Col-. 3, Lines 1-45) 
and said accounting data and, in said postal calculating unit, calculating a cost(Gil 
et al., Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 5-67) of shipping said marked postal item from said 
format, thickness, weight(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 3, Lines 1-45) and shipping 
data; and debiting a customer account, identified by said identification number, 
by said cost{GII et al., Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 5-67). 

Re claims 4 and 13: Gil et al. disclose providing a sensor at said receiving 
station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) which detects deposit of said postal 
item at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) through said 
slot, and providing a clock/date module(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 6, Lines 15-25)at 
said receiving station(GII et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), which, depending on 
a signal from said sensor, identifies a time and date at which said postal item was 
deposited at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); and 

storing said time and date in said second memory at said receiving station(Gil et 
al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) allocated to said number and said shipping 
data(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 10, lines 19-26, Col. 18, Lines 20-25). 
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Re claims: 5 and 1 1 , Gil et al. disclose method as claimed in claims 2 and 9 
wherein said customer-possessed card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, 
Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) is a value card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 
2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60), and comprising the 
steps of: 

at said receiving station(GII et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), providing a 
plurality of sensors(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 7, Lines 1-30) for respectively 
identifying a format of said postal item, a thickness of said postal item and a 
weight(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 3, Lines 1-45) of said postal item, and providing a 
postal calculation unit at said receiving station(GII et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35- 
65); 

supplying said postal calculation unit at said receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, 
Col. 2, Lines 35-65) with signals from said plurality of sensors(Gil et al., Abstract, 
Col. 7, Lines 1-30) and, in ,said postal calculation unit, calculating a cost(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 5-67) of shipping said item dependent on said shipping 
data, said format, said thickness and said weight(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 3 Lines 
1-45); and 

debiting said value card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39- 
67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) in said read/write unit by said cost(Gil et al.. Abstract, 
Col. 9, Lines 5-67). 

Re claim 7: Gil et al. disclose providing a sensor at said receiving station(Gil et 
al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65)which detects deposit of said postal item at said 
receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) through said slot, and 
providing a clock/date module(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 6, Lines 15-25)at said 
receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) which, upon receipt(Gil 
et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 5-15) of a signal from said sensor, identifies a time 
and date(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 6, Lines 15-25, Col. 10, Lines 19-26) at which 
said postal item was deposited at said receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 
2, Lines 35-65); and 

printing a customer receipt(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 5-15) at said 
receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) identifying said number, 
said time and date(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 6, Lines 15-25, Col. 10, Lines 19-26) 
and said shipping data and making said customer receipt(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 
2, Lines 5-15) available to said customer at said receiving station(Gil et al.. 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65). 

Re claim 8: Gil et al. disclose memory at said distributing station(Gil et al.. 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) is a first memory, and comprising the steps of: 

at said receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), providing a first 
read/write unit, a normally closed slot for inserting said postal item into said 
receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), and a normally closed 
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removal port for removing said marked postal item from said receiving station(Gil 
et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); 

inserting a customer card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 
39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) into said first read/write unit at said receiving 
station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), said customer card(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) 
containing an identification number(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19- 
26)uniquely identifying a customer, and enabling opening of said slot when said 
customer card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 
15, Lines 55-60) is inserted in said read/write unit; 

providing a sensor at said receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35- 
65) which senses deposit of said postal item into said receiving station(GII et al., 
Abstract.Col. 2, Lines 35-65) through said slot, and providing a clock/date 
module(Gil et al., Abstract. Col. 6, Lines 15-25)which identifies a time and date, 
dependent on a signal from said sensor, at which said postal item was deposited 
at said receiving station(GII et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); 

at said first read/write unit, generating a unique number for said postal item 
deposited at said receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65); 

providing a second memory at said receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 35-65) and storing said number, said identification number(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26), said time and date and said shipping data in said 
second memory; 

using a single printer at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35- 
65),printing a customer receipt(GII et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 5-15) at said 
receiving station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) including at least said 
number, said time and date and said shipping data and also printing said marking 
including said number, 

said time and date and said shipping data; 

inserting a carrier card(GII et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39- 
67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) having a carrier card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45- 
50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) memory, possessed by a first mail 
carrier, into said first read/write unit at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, 
Col. 2, Lines 35-65) and enabling opening of said removal port while said carrier 
card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 
55-60) is inserted in said first read/write unit and transferring said number, said 
identification number(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26)and said shipping 
data to said carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 
39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) memory from said second memory; 

said second carrier transporting said marked postal item from said receiving 
station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) to said distributing station(GII et 
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al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) together with said carrier carcl(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60); 
providing a second read/write unit at said distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, 
Col. 2, Lines 35-65) and inserting said carrier card(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, 
Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) into said second 
read/write unit and downloading said number, said identification number(Gil et 
al., Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26)and said shipping data from said carrier 
card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 39-67, Col. 15, Lines 
55-60) memory into said first memory; 

at said distributing station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), scanning said 
machine-readable marking and identifying a weight(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 3, 
Lines 1-45) of said marked postal item; 

providing a postal calculating unit at said distributing station(Gil et al.. Abstract, 
Col. 2, Lines 35-65) and supplying said postal calculating unit with said 
weight(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 3, Lines 1-45) and said shipping data and 
calculating a cost(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 5-67) of shipping said marked 
postal item in said postal calculating unit; 

franking said marked postal item with said cost(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 
5-67) at said franking apparatus(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 55-60); debiting 
a customer account, allocated to "said identification number, by said cost(Gil et 
al., Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 5-67); and 

said first mail carrier transporting said franked postal item to a mail 
distribution(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 5, Lines 45-60) center, remote from said 
distributing station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), and delivering said 
franked postal item to a recipient identified by said shipping data via a second 
mail carrier(Gil et al., Abstract, Cols. 1-18). 

Re claim 12: Gil et al. disclose a postal matter processing system as claimed in 
claim 10 wherein said card(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 45-50, Col. 14, Lines 
39-67, Col. 15, Lines 55-60) possessed by said customer contains a customer 
identification number(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26)which is read by 
said first read/write unit and said customer identification number(Gil et al.. 
Abstract, Col. 10, Lines 19-26)is supplied to said control unit, said control unit 
including a clock/date module(Gil et al.. Abstract. Col. 6, Lines 15-25)which 
identifies a time and date at which said postal item was deposited at said 
receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65), and said control unit 
controlling said printer at said receiving station(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 
35-65) to print a customer receipt(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 5-15) including 
said time and date and said customer identification number, and a customer 
account allocated to said customer identification number(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 
10. Lines 19-26)being debited after printing said marking and before said 
franking at said distributing station(Gil et al.. Abstract. Col. 2, Lines 35-65). 
Re claim 15: Gil et al. disclose a postal matter processing system as claimed in 
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claim 9 wherein said franking apparatus(Gil et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 55-60) 
comprises a rate memory containing postal rates for calculating a cost(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 5-67) of shipping said marked postal item. 
Re claim 16: Gil et al. disclose a postal matter processing system as claimed in 
claim 9 further comprising a postal calculating unit at said receiving station(Gil et 
al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) and a rate memory at said receiving station(Gil 
et al., Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) accessible by said postal calculating unit for 
calculating a cost(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 9, Lines 5-67) of shipping said postal 
item dependent on said shipping data. 

Re claim 17: Gil et al. disclose said control unit at said receiver station(Gil et al., 
Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) is connected to a modem at said receiver 
station(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 35-65) for reloading updated rates into 
said rate memory(Gil et al.. Abstract, Col. 14, Lines 39-67). 

5. Claim 14 is rejected, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gil et aL as applied to claim 9 above, and further in view of Cantu et al. 
(6340958). 

Gil et al. does not explicitly disclose(s) comprising a solar powered energy 
source at said receiving station for powering at least said control unit. However, 
in Abstract thereof, Cantu et al. disclose(s) a solar powered display module that 
stores and displays information. Thus, it would have been within the level of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the method of Gil et al. by adopting the 
teachings of Cantu et al. to obtain the benefits of solar-powered energy sources 
since these are cheaper and more efficient to use. 



6, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
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the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Debra F. Charles whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-4718. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5 Monday thru 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Hyung Sough can be reached on (703) 308-0505. The 
fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are (703) 305-7687 for regular communications and (703) 305-7687 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)308-1113. 



Debra F. Charles 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3628 



dfc 

June 8, 2003 
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